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14 February coloured in red
Liyabona Nkolongwane
Roses are red, violets are blue,
Valentines day was awesome, what did
you do?

New Educators
p3,10,13

At SCS, Valentines day was celebrated
with the learners wearing their white
and red outfits and enjoying a day
filled with activities organised by the
Grade 11 learners for the Senior and
FET phase and by the Intermediate and
foundation phase educators for the This year a Junior and Senior Mr and Above left: The
little ones.
Ms Valentine was announced. Senior Mr & Ms
Valentine: Siviwe
Simnikiwe April and Yonela Dyasi
Mini and Sinalo
The Grade 11 class sold cards and were selected as the Junior Ms and Mr
Kibe
roses that learners could send to their Valentine. Siviwe Mini and Sinalo
Above: The
valentines and made sure there was Kibe walked away with the crowns as Foundation phase
enough to eat and drink during the day. Senior Ms and Mr Valentine. After the winners were Mtha
They also organised the Mr and Ms competition, the DJ's Mohammed and Nyoka and Unathi
Valentine competition.
Mawande made sure that the learners Buyeye
could show off their dancing skill.

UCSA
p5

Profile
P8

The Intermediate and Foundation
phase held their own fashion parade
during this time. The little ones
impressed with their catwalk skills and
enjoyed the parade tremendously.
They also crowned a Mr and Ms
Above: Adjah Diop and Ronewa
Valentine in each phase. In the
Munyai were crowned as Mr & Ms
Intermediate phase Adjah Diop and
Valentine in the Intermediate phase.
Ronewa Munyai walked away with
the crowns and in the Foundation
phase Mtha Nyoka and Unathi Buyeye
Above: The
were crowned as Mr and Ms Valentine.
Junior Mr & Ms
Valentine:
Simnikiwe April
and Yonela Dyasi
Sterkspruit Christian School, Herschel Main Road, Sterkspruit.
Tel: 051 611 0640 Fax: 051 611 1196

Orating
p11

Ms Teen Common
Wealth
p 17
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From the editor...
After countless internet searches on
how to write a good editorial,
reading through the previous years'
editorials from the Gazette and
finally deciding to write from the
heart, it is a great honour for me to
be able to write my very first
editorial. It is however somewhat
comforting to know that I am not the
only one who had to deal with first
time experiences in this first term of
2017.

The school's learners also
participated in extra-mural
activities which you will read more
about throughout this edition.

With all the stories we have to share
with you, it is imperative that we reinstil the story that saved you and
me, the amazing story of Jesus'
death and resurrection. As we go on
Easter holidays, may we all not
forget its purpose. May God's love
bless you and your families
From the newly inducted creatives abundantly throughout this holiday.
that have joined the Gazette and the
newly elected editorial team, the Enjoy!
school's new staff members right to Sinovuyo Damane
the prefects of 2017 – each are like
a jewel carefully placed on an
artwork – they all play a part in
making this school a masterpiece in
its own right.

Small changes can make a big difference...
Love is learned firstly at home, only then in
society.
Anger is the wind that blows out the lamp of the
mind.
Do something for the love of it today!

NB

School
re-opens on
18 April 2017
27 April
Freedom Day
28 April
School Holiday
1 May
Workers day
25 May
Ascension day
16 June
Youth day

EDITORIAL STAFF
Editor: Sinovuyo Damane Sub-Editor: Mihle Mvula Head Journalist: Anathi Chikongwane
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Advertising consultants: Mohammed Kafeero
Cartoonist: Thabo Mothabeng; Kamohelo Madiehe
Assistants to Editor-in-Chief: Mrs. E. van Litsenborgh; Ms B. Botha
Editor-in-Chief: E. Janse van Rensburg
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New faces at SCS
Siviwe Mini

Katleho Makhele

SCS would like to welcome Mrs
Knoesen, who is the register teacher
of the Grade 10's. Welcome to the
family!
Born and bred in the Free State. She
studied education at the University of
the Free State (Kovsies). But it wasn't
her first career choice: “I wanted to
study psychology, but at the end I
combined education with
psychology. Last year I did my
honors in inclusive education.”, she
said enthusiastically. Are there any
careers you would love to explore? “I
am happy and content in this career,
but I would like to broaden my
knowledge and expertise”.
The fondest memory she has of
growing up is that her parents were
always involved in everything she
attempted.
What do you normally do in your
spare time? “I enjoy listening to
music, reading books and spend time
with my horse”.
Mrs Knoesen's role models are her
parents: “They are my pillars of
strength and they guide and
encourage me in life”

When it is the beginning of a new year,
we all know it is time for new
beginnings. We are proud and very
honoured to welcome Mr D. Plaas as
our new grade 11-12 accounting
teacher. He was born and raised in
Zimbabwe, and he matriculated at
Mbizo High School. During his high
school days, Mr Plass enjoyed
scouting as one of his hobbies.
He then moved to South Africa to do
his teaching degree at the University
of the Free State. He is currently
studying through correspondence
with the university. Mr Plass
previously taught at Barkley East
High School and changed to our
school. One of the main reasons he
was attracted to the school is because
of our very visible Christian values
and beliefs.
Changing schools for him was a very
big deal, since Barkley High was the
very first school he taught at. “But one
thing that never changes about life is
change: change just happens. While
Sphelele Madondo

you can't prepare for every change
you're going to meet, you can learn to
get better at dealing with change
itself”, he said positively.
Mr Plass complemented on the
school's excellent staff team spirit and
so far he has been enjoying being here.
“The school's educators really lift
Jesus higher and the kids are very well
disciplined”, he said. Mr Plass wants
to create a desire for learning amongst
his learners, and for them to make the
most of the opportunities presented to
them.

In the year of 2017- the year of
blessings, we have welcomed quite a
number of teachers new at our school.
One of them being Mariezelle Hern
(aka Zellie), who was born in
Klerksdrorp into a family with high
Christian values. The values she was
taught, corresponded with those of
school, this is what attracted Ms Hern
to our school.

Ms Hern is a teachers' assistant at our
school, assisting specifically with the
Grade 2's. She is still a student (first
year) at UNISA. Her motto describes
everything a teacher should be: “Stand
up for what you believe in even if it
means standing alone.” This only
What she mostly adores about this shows the confidence, boldness and
school is the spirit of the learners. “It's uniqueness within her. Her intentions
awesome!”, she said. “The discipline for the students are to help them build
is extraordinary.”
a better future for themselves. This can

only be done by an outdriven
individual.
She is not only outdriven, but sporty as
well. She played netball during her
high school days and her hobby being
visual art, shows her uniqueness.
We welcome Ms Hern and wish her
many more years at our school.
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UCSA camp a great experience
Anathi Chikongwane
“Don't let anyone think less of you
because you are young. Be an example to
all believers in what you say, the way you
live, in your love, your faith, and your
purity.” – 1 Timothy 4:12
Sterkspruit Christian School is truly
blessed and proud to have young,
enthusiastic learners who have a passion
for pursuing Christ, and are destined to
become leaders that live by the grace and
power of the Lord.
During the opening week of school, it was
announced that the fellow UCSA leaders
were to embark on a camping trip from the
13th of January to the 15th. Much to the
leader's excitement, they all gathered their
bags and set for Cradock High School.
The trip was long, but with a few stops for
refreshments, the group's mood was light
and cheerful. Upon their arrival at
Cradock High School, the group was
separated and each was shown where they
would be staying for the duration of the
camp.
On the first evening of the camp, a number
of ice breakers were played amongst the
different schools, being Aliwal North
High School, Marlow and SCS. The group
was then given a lesson on how to become
a good leader and how one should conduct
yourself in order to become a true leader.
On the next day they started their day with
a bible study and were furthermore given
a lesson about UCSA's background and its
aims. The most exciting part of the day
had come and a number of groups were
formed. Each group was given a list of
activities to do – these included eating an
ice cream, the groups doing prayer walks,
serving at restaurants, and many more.
After these fun activities, all were
gathered to eat supper and a praise and
worship followed shortly after.

The UCSA leaders describe the
experience as “exhilarating” as they got to
experience unity and connectedness with
each other. Sunday morning had come and
the learners had to depart back into their
towns. With everyone crestfallen,
goodbyes were exchanged amongst the
learners and the whole experience came to
an end.

We hope in the near future that a lot of
learners from our school will venture into
this path and be inspiring leaders to other
people.

Sterkspruit Christian School
did it again!
The School's matric class of 2016 managed to follow in the 100% matric pass
rate legacy , the legacy that's been going on for years.
Our class of 2016 worked hard and 57 % of them obtained a Bachelors with
an average of 57% , 30 % Diplomas and 13 % Higher Certificates. They also
went the extra mile obtaining 9 distinctions.
They surely made the school proud! They managed to deal with the pressure
and stress that comes with being in matric and they rose above all challenges
and did their best ! .
The standard has been set years ago. Our class of 2016 followed it and now
we are hoping that the next class will follow and keep the legacy going!
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The Divine Truth
By Joyce Meyer

Contributed by Mrs Nepgen

Super-natural

Discover the incredible role of the Holy Spirit in your everyday life.

Most of us are familiar with stories
about “superheroes” - fictitious
characters like Superman who are
extremely powerful and always
swoop in to save the day right when
you need their help. Pretty cool,
right?

COUNSELOR
It is simply amazing what can
happen when we begin asking the
Holy Spirit for help and answers to
our problems.
I believe we often spin our wheels
looking for solutions when the Lord
has our answers all along. The Holy
Well, as Christians, we have access Spirit is our Counselor, and as we
to Someone even greater: the Holy seek Him, He can reveal in a few
Spirit.
moments things we could never
discover on our own.
When we accept Christ as our
Saviour, the Holy Spirit comes to HELPER
dwell inside of us - God literally Did you know the Holy Spirit wants
gives each one of us a little piece of to help you with every little detail of
Himself. So what does this mean? your life? The truth is, the Holy
It means that all of God’s power, S p i r i t i s c o n c e r n e d a b o u t
strength, comfort, creativity and everything that concerns you help are available to us at all times. whether it’s a “serious” matter like a
He is our real-life superhero.
relationship issue ... or something
simple as fixing your hair in the
I love John 16:7 where Jesus uses morning.
several different words to describe “Help me!” has become one of my
the incredible work of the Holy favourite prayers to pray. And the
Spirit: Comforter, Counselor, more we acknowledge the Holy
Helper, Advocate, Intercessor, Spirit and ask for help, the more
Strengthener and Standby. Let’s we’ll discover His presence and
take a look at what this means in our ability in everything we do.
lives...
ADVOCATE
COMFORTER
The Bible tells us that Satan is “the
I believe that one of the greatest accuser of the brethen” (Rev.
lessons we can learn is to run to God 12:10). But there’s good news: we
first when we have a problem. have an Advocate, the Holy Spirit,
When we are hurting, so many Who pleads to God on our behalf.
times we look to other people to He’s not only our Advocate to the
help us feel better only to discover Father, but the Holy Spirit also
they don’t have everything we need. accompanies us through life The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 1:3 helping us, defending us and giving
that God is “the God of all comfort”. us favour with others when we need
The Holy Spirit, knows us better it.
than anyone else, and when life is
painful, He has the ability to bring INTERCESSOR
strength and healing right where we I don’t know where I’d be without
hurt.
the help of the Holy Spirit in my
prayer life. First Corinthians 2:11
says no one knows the mind of God

except the Spirit of God. That
means regardless of the situation,
the Holy Spirit can always help us
pray the right prayer at the right
time.
STRENGTHENER
Isaiah 40:29 says that God ... gives
power to the faint and weary, and to
him who has no might He increases
strength (causing it to multiply and
making it to abound).
I never start a day without asking
the Holy Spirit to strengthen me physically and mentally and in any
other way. Because no matter how
strong, talented or capable we think
we are, every single one of us
r e q u i r e s G o d ’s s t r e n g t h t o
accomplish His will and enjoy our
lives.
I encourage you to begin asking the
Holy Spirit for strength as you go
about your day. As you do, He will
energize you to do your work, resist
temptation, be kind and loving with
others and have success.
STANDBY
What does it mean to have the Holy
Spirit as your standby? The Lord
said think of it this way: If you’ve
ever been on “standby” for an
airplane, you simply wait nearby
until an opening is available - then
you take the opportunity. In the
same way, the Holy Spirit is
standing by ... waiting for us to ask
for His comfort, counsel, guidance
and help.
Friends, I want you to know that
God has you covered. But the truth
is: the One who knows you best is
the One who desires to help you the
most.
And He is with you
everywhere you go.
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Profile: Siyanda Sindikolo
Sinovuyo Damane
Humble, goal-driven and determined
to make a positive change in society. It
is no wonder Siyanda Sindikolo's 10
years since matriculating has been
nothing short of success.
Which year were you enrolled at SCS
and when did you matriculate?
I was first enrolled at SCS for Grade
12 in 1999, the year after the school
had been founded. I then matriculated
in 2007.
From the year you matriculated until
now, what have you been doing?
After matriculating, I pursued my
passion for law at Nelson Mandela
Metropolitan University and obtained
my LLB degree in 2012. Thereafter I
went to do my articles of clerkship at
Legal Aid South Africa. I was
admitted as an Attorney of the
Grahamstown High Court of South
Africa in June. I pursued studies in
Compliance. I am currently working
at FIAS, serving the entire country.
What inspired you to choose law as a
career path?
I knew from quite a young age that I
wanted to become a lawyer. I am
passionate about helping people and
trying to make an indelible
contribution in society. I was drawn to
how intriguing and intellectually
challenging it is.
However, the movie “A Time To
Kill,” with lead actor being Samuel L.
Jackson, about a lawyer handling a
certain case further ignited my
passion for law. I could almost
imagine the turmoil and self-doubt of
having someone's fate resting in your
hands.

2007
Now...
in many ways. They were able to see reaching the provincial stage in cross
and nurture leadership skills in me country running was unforgettable. I
even before I discovered them.
particularly enjoyed being a part-time
general worker at SCS during school
Mrs Margie Isted always encouraged holidays.
me to use my brain for the right things
and would constantly reinforce the How would you describe the Siyanda
notion that I was more intelligent than you were in school versus the Siyanda
I thought I was.
you are now?
Back then I was a bit immature, naïve
Mr Bekker was my athletics trainer and stubborn. I was also auite
who taught me that there was impulsive. I am now more calm and
absolutely nothing I could not do.
calculating.

What life-long advice would you give
learners?
Always remember who you are, your
dreams and where you come from.
This will keep you grounded. You
The van Rensburgs were more than must be obsessed with your dreams
just my educators, they would wisely and keep focus on excelling at what
advise me about life in general.
you do. Remember, discipline is key
and excellence is found in
What are some of the greatest consistency.
memories from your entire school
From the time you were a learner at career at SCS?
SCS, who was your favourite teacher Becoming a prefect in Grade 7 and
and why?
later becoming the Deputy Headboy
I had multiple favourites. The in 2007 was quite the highlight. Going
Oosthuysens were like parents to me
to the regional athletics and nearly
Mr Piet Oosthuysen was a very
humble and encouraging God-fearing
man who helped me in my spiritual
life.
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An extra-ordinary assembly
Achume Sidlai

Raise thy candle and let God's light
shine through you. Light the candle in a
dark room, watch as the light instantly
overcomes the darkness. Keep those
candles burning simply because you
are the light of the world, a tower built
on a hill that cannot be hidden.
th

On the 20 February 2017 Sterkspriut
Christian School had the most vivid
experience: a perfect assembly
enriched with not only candles but a
blissful experience of God's presence.
SCS had the privilege of once again
welcoming the Gideons to our school.
SCS annually act as hosts for this day
and as base from where the Gideons go
to the schools in the Sterkspruit district

Above: During assembly learners, educators and the Gideons lit their
candles an an amazing show of how the Light of God fills this world
to give bibles to all Grade 8 learners.
We give a special thanks to the Gideons
who distributed bibles to the Grade 8
class of SCS. May God bless them and
rest thy glory upon them. During the
assembly learners experienced how the
light of God's word can spread through
the world and light the world. Each
learner received a candle with a candle
holder with scripture on it. As the
candles were lit, the entire school hall
was raised from the darkness: a
wonderful comparison of what
happens when you allow the Holy
Spirit into your life.

The most precious and influential
people in the sight of God are soul
winners. So, to the Grade 8 class –
the bible is your defence. It divinely
shields you from the attack of the
enemy. Therefore activate your faith
by meditating on God's word.
Remember to always make your life
count in the kingdom of God.
As the school we say continue
giving light to our candles for
necessity is laid upon you to preach
the gospel. Courage, boldness and
confidence are what we admire
most about you.

Grain SA visits SCS
Tamara Young
Ever asked yourself where does the food
you eat come from? The hard work that is
put in to provide for us? Well, yes! These
are the questions we definitely ask
ourselves but we hardly get answers.
Grain SA is an agricultural development
in South Africa that creates

awareness. These are the farmers who
produce our food. We are lucky enough to
get paid a visit from them educating our
Grade 9's about the food they eat and also
about the clothes they wear. When a few
Grade 9 learners were asked about the
experience, we received positive replies:
“For me as a Gr 9 learner it was a learning
experience and it was interesting. We were
given the opportunity to learn about the
origin of the food we eat and we surely got

knowledge of the food and also the clothes
we wear”(Siyamthanda Peter).
“I've realized how important farming is in
our daily life. The clothes we wear and the
food we eat all come from farms. Farmers
truly produce 100% healthy food for our
bodies.”(Mihlali Mbayi)

“THE ONLY WAY TO BE IN PEACE WITH GOD IS THROUGH JESUS”.
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Educators cont.
Lona Nkewu
The Grade 1B class is blessed to have
Miss Terblanche as their new teacher.
Miss Terblanche attended Aliwal North
High School and matriculated in 2010.
After matric she completed her studies at
Kovsies in Bloemfontein. She has had a
great opportunity to teach at Lady Grey,
Aliwal North and Burgersdorp.
Why Sterkspruit Christian School?
“I heard a lot of good things about the
school and then decided I wanted to be
part of the great environment. Miss
Terblanche says that SCS has been
lovely so far and she is enjoying teaching
here. Her favourite thing at school is the
good spirit amongst the learners.”
What are your goals in life?

and that is why I love my job so
much.”
Sterkspruit Chrisitian School is
delighted to have Miss Terblanche.
To many more years filled with joy
and great memories.

“One day I would like to open my own
school. I love teaching and have a great
connection with children. A teacher has
the ability to change a lot of lives at once

Miss Zelmari Roelofse joined SCS
in January 2017 as a student
educator.
She assists Mr van
Rensburg in his classes.
Ms Roelofse matriculated at Aliwal
North High school and is currently
busy studying education through
UNISA. She is an avid sportswoman
and enjoys the outdoors a lot.
Ms Roelofse is a true asset to the
school and it is hoped that she enjoys
her stay with us.

Make the most of your eyes

Visit Lathi Tha for all your eye care needs
including
CONTACT LENSES
SPECS
DRIVERS SCREENING
SUNGLASSES
5 Minute
FREE
Screening
10% DISCOUNT ON ALL DESIGNER
SUNGLASSES

Absa Building
Main Street
Sterkspruit
9762

Tel: 051 611 0802
e-mail: sterkspruit@optimaxmail.co.za

You will be spoilt for choice with the variety
of Designer brands we have in stock.
Terms and conditions apply

“It always seems impossible until it’s done.” - Nelson Mandela
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Orating students show their skills
Sphelele Madondo
During the first term the Senior and
FET phase learners had the
opportunity to show their orating skills
during the two internal orating
competitions held on and 14 March.
All were rather nervous, but in the end
everyone enjoyed the challenge.
During the Junior Orating
competition,
Kamohelo Rantsane
walked away as winner with Akhona
Olayi 2nd and Yonela Dyasi came
third.

Above: The Junior Orating winners
Mnnqundaniso in second place and
Tamara Young taking third place.

On 15 March Sphelele Madondo and
Sinovuyo Damane represented the
Sphelele Madondo was the winner at school at the MM Stroobach Oraters
the Senior orating with Luthando
competition in Aliwal North.

The Big Debate

The speeches were based on the theme
“power, eco, ego and camera”.
Sinovuyo Damane
Sphelele’s speech was based on “
Power and Ego” while Sinovuyo
On the 3rd of February, the community presented her speech based on all of
radio station LA fm, was a battlefield the above.
of opinions as it hosted an exhilarating
debate between Sterkspruit Christian
Private School and Sterkspruit
Secondary School.

Right: Sphelele
Madondo was the
winner of the
Senior Orating
competition with
Luthando in second
place and Tamara
taking third place.
Both these students have outstanding
voices and captured the audiences
attention. Using their talent, they both
obtained excellent results with
Sphelele achieving 70,7% and
Sinovuyo 67,7%.
Congratulations to both these learners
for being excellent ambassadors of the
school.

This debate formed part of an initiative
by the Department of Government
Communication and Information
System to inform and involve the
public in the State of the Nation
Address which followed on the 9th of
February.
Sphelele Madondo, Rorisang
Ramakhala and Sinovuyo Damane (all
in Grade 12) represented SCPS,
opposing the statement 'The quality of
education in South Africa is
improving'. It was an intense and
heated debated filled with facts and
statistics.
When all was said and done, it was up
to the community to call in and choose
their winner. Unfortunately, the odds
were against SCPS as SSS received the
most votes from the public.

Thabo Mothabeng

“If God doesn't build a house, you will build in vain.”
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Vananco
Wholesalers

The best
Wholesaler
in town!
Tel. (051) 611 0937
Fax: (051) 611 1321
107 Herschel Road, Sterkspruit, 9762
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Educators continued...
Snongo Manzi

Having Ms Potgieter at the school has
been a great honour, She has been an
educator at the school for 5-6 months
now and she says it has been good .
Before SCS she was an educator at
Reddford House, The Hills in Pretoria.
Why the teaching faculty specifically?
“I've always told people that I don't
want to be a doctor or an engineer or a
scientist, but I have always wanted to
help create them in a sense where I feel
like I made a difference”. She also
added by saying being at SCS is
Liyabona Nkolongwane

instant gratification because she got to Tamara Young
meet with a group of students that
might come from less privileged
backgrounds, but she can see the
difference she makes in their lives by
getting to know them and building
relationships and supporting them.
“It's wonderful to think that I might be
the reason why some of these kids get
uplifted out of their situations.”
She ended off by saying she has loved
every moment of teaching here, she
loved getting to know the staff
members and students. “ It has
definitely taught me a lot about myself Going outside of oneself to have
and the kind of teacher I want to be, it compassion for another human being,
also brought me back down to earth.” brings perspective and humility. We are
not just grateful, but we are honoured
Miss Potgieter is currently doing her to welcome not just a teacher, but a
teachers degree in teaching at UNISA leader, a mother and a role model to her
and will be graduating soon. Wishing scholars.
her all the best in her studies and
hoping for many more years to come Mrs Scharneck, who was born and
raised in Sterkspruit, attended her
at SCS!
primary and high school here in
Sterkspruit. She then furthered her
studies by completing a B.Sc. degree
and higher diploma in education. When
asked why she chose this career, she
gladly smiled and said: “I am very
passionate about educating the youth
because they are the future of
tomorrow.”

SCS is privileged to be joined by Ms
B o t h a , t h e n e w Te c h n o l o g y,
Mathematics and Grade 7A register
teacher. The Zastron bred teacher
Studied at Hoërskool Zastron where
she finished her Matric and later on
went to study for her teaching degree
at the University of Free for 4 years.
She finished her degree last year and it like about Sterkspruit Christian
was a great pleasure for her to start her Private School is the discipline and
first teaching year at Sterkspruit the neatness of the school.”
Christian School.
Ms Botha was an active person in
Ms Botha is a very adventurous school and played hockey and netball.
person who loves the outdoors. She She was also involved with the school
loves traveling and wants to explore newspaper team as a journalist. In 10
more around the world. Her passion years from now she sees herself as a
for teaching started at a very young principal at a primary school. “My
age, while her friends used to play wishes are to make a difference and
dolls and dress up, she would always leave a mark behind.” It is a great
teach and mark papers. “One thing I
pleasure to welcome Ms Botha.

She is a passionate educator that takes
values very seriously. She is willing to
teach her scholars about God and lead
them to a bright future. She is warmly
welcomed to SCS and we wish her best
of luck.

“Let us remember that one book, one child, one teacher can change the world “
- Unknown
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Int. Women’s Prayer day celebrated
Anathi Chikongwane
“She is clothed with dignity and
strength, and she laughs without fear of
the future.” – Proverbs 31:25
3 March 2017, this day held so much
power and strength, not only in our
school, but everywhere around the
world. It's a wonderful experience
witnessing women of God stand in
unity and to praise our Heavenly Father.
On this special day, all of the girls and
women of Sterkspruit Christian School
gathered in the hall to give honour to
God. Like any other Monday and
Friday morning, the women started off
their day with praise and worship and
prayer. The ceremony proceded with

Mrs E. v Litsenborgh , a teacher loved
by many, sharing a heart-breaking
testimony about what had happened to
her in her childhood years. Her
testimony brought tears to many girls
but she went on to say that she would
not be the person she is today, had God
not allowed some things to happen to
her. She emphasised on the fact that
women should take their tests and turn
them into testimonies!

furthermore told them that they are
power houses because they have
wisdom, a purpose, and that they are
equally important to God as men.
Although Mrs Oosthuysen was sick,
she was sure to stand against the
odds and ended off the ceremony
with a few of her own words.
Women are warriors and women are
conquerors, “You strike a women,
you strike a rock.”

Women should have a “Never say die”
attitude and this was what the ceremony
was based on. Most often in the bible,
women are not referred to but, Sphelele
Madondo assured the group that they
were clothed with strength of their own
and that they should never feel inferior
because they are perfect. She

New Editorial team
Achume Sidlai
Hard work and dedication is the key to
success. Rest if you must, but do not
relax. Hard work and dedication is the
key to success. Therefore success is
waiting for you, grab it with both hands.
A new year always sees new faces at
The Gazette and this year was no
different. The school gives a warm
welcome to all members of the editorial
team.

Congratulations to Sinovuyo Damane
who was elected as the new Editor,
Mihle Mvula as the new Sub-editor and
Anathi Chikongwane as the new Head
Journalist. Mohammed Kafeero will
continue in his position of Advertising
consultant. We know that this team
will provide the school with great
articles and give their complete
dedication to the paper. The Gazette
would also like to welcome Ms Botha.

She will assist Mrs van Litsenborgh Above:
with the proof reading and Mrs van
The new editorial team with the
Rensburg in general at the paper.
Advertising Consultant,
To each and every team member: Mohammed, Sub-Editor, Mihle;
remember, you are the ones who create Editor Sinovuyo and Head
the portrait of the school that the rest of journalist Anathi in the front row.
the community sees. Give it your all!
You are a great team!

“The person who removes a mountain begins by carrying away small stones.”
Chinese proverb
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Grade 3's make cupcakes
Amahle Ngcakane
At a very young age children need to be
exposed to projects that require them
to be hands on and work in
groups,which would not only advance
their creativity and imagination but
also help in developing their listening
skills and speaking skills. And what
better way to do so than to make
cupcakes on Valentine's day!
On the 14th February, while the
Senior phase were having a valentine's
ball celebration, the grade 3A and 3B
classes had the opportunity to decorate
their own cupcakes. “Each cupcake
required
special technique and
creativity of which they didn't fail to

Grade 12's are
Ahlumile Nxele different
To reach Grade 12 is something very special in any
students' life. It is therefore appropriate that they
experience this last year of school life as special.
This year the Grade 12 girls
started the year with a newly
designed skirt. From now the
Matric girls will be wearing
their very feminine pleated
skirts and stockings instead of
the normal skirts and blue
socks.

deliver', said the Grade 3A teacher,
Mrs Carmen Ackerman. They had to
decorate
using 'Hundreds and
thousands' and icing, which they
made themselves.
Part of the aim of this project, besides
keeping them occupied and
entertained, was to encourage the
children to engage with their teacher
and classmates while using their
creativity and in the process develop
their communication skills.
“They could hardly wait for everyone
in the class to finish their task so that
they could eat! “They had so much
fun”, Mrs Ackerman said.

The Grade 12's are also
wearing a Grade 12 tie with a
white jersey and scarf during
winter months.

Kamohelo Madiehe

“Life is tough my darling, but so are you. Persistence is key.”
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Prefects 2017
Lona Nkewu
On Monday morning, January 30th, the
matric class of 2017 was officially
announced as prefects. Rorisang
Ramakhala was selected as Head boy
and Sinovuyo Damane as Head girl.
Thabo Tsosi and Mihle Mvula will be
the Deputy Head boy and Head Girl of
2017.
The senior students are important
leaders within the school and contribute
by setting a positive tone for the school.
Congratulations to our new leaders.

Mr Oosthuysen celebrates his birthday
Pontso Makae
A Birthday is a time to celebrate birth
itself, the joy of life.

Mrs Xantini also said that it is easy
enough to say you are thankful, but it is
far better to show it by doing a kind
deed. She sang a beautiful song to Mr
Oosthuysen.
SCS would like to wish Mr Oosthuysen
a blessed 2017 filled with the grace of
Wednesday, 15 March SCS gathered as a the Almighty.
family to celebrate the birthday of Mr
Oosthuysen. There is no better way to
celebrate a birthday than to commit a special
act of kindness. The Grade 12's decided to
prepare a slide show where previous students
sent messages of congratulations to Mr
Oosthuysen as well as a slideshow with
memories from the past. Everyone in the hall
became emotional and the Grade 11 and 12's
finished off by singing the song “You raise
me up” to him.

Above:
The Gr11 and 12's sang
“You raise me up” and Mrs
Xantini sang “African
dream” to Mr Oosthuysen
in the staff room.
Left: Fikile and Sinalo also
showed their skills on the
keyboard and drums

Great leaders don't set out to be a leader. They set out to make a difference. It is
never about the role, but always about the goal. – Anonymous
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Miss Teen Common Wealth
Siyamthanda Duma
SA Finalist

Being able to seize and grab an exciting
opportunity, Siviwe entered the
pageant and was selected as a finalist.
She has to fulfil a number of duties in
the build-up to the finale. The duties
included raising R4 000 for the pageant
and to raise funds for her selected
charity organisation “Unathi Special
Education and Needs Program” in
Newrest, getting media exposure and
partaking in various initiatives to add
value to her community - all under the
banner of Zee World Miss Teen
Common Wealth SA.
The winner of the competition will be
announced on the 29th April at the
Atterbury Theatre in Pretoria. Siviwe
still needs a number of sponsors and
anyone willing to sponsor her, can still
do so up to the 8th of April.
We wish Siviwe the best of luck and
know she will make SCS and
Sterkspruit proud!

More athletics...

Our very own Siviwe Mini is aiming to
shoot high at the Zee World Miss Teen
Common Wealth South Africa
competition - a program for women of
all ages to become charity and culture
ambassadors within South Africa and
the international community. This
competition aims to empower women
with the knowledge to bring change to
communities in need.
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Air filled with athletic fever
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Right:
Lumko performed
very well and
The first two months of this year were filled with managed to win the
the aroma of athletics and once again SCS was 200m and come
able to show their great spirit as well as their total second in the 400m
dedication by presenting six athletic meetings. It at the Provincial
started with the Interhouse athletic meeting, meeting.
continued with the sub-zonal, zonal, Senqu and
finally the Joe Ggqabi Primary and High school
meetings.
Christian School was able to obtain the second
The Interhouse Athletics took place the second most points in the meeting. Well done to our
Thursday after the re-opening of the schools. The athletes!
school had three teams represented: the yellow
team, who had a rather unique name and went by The Central zone meeting followed on the third
the name “Yellow Minions”, the blue team called of February. The following Saturday was the
themselves “The blue bulls” and the “Red Senqu meeting. Although the grass was still very
weavers” was the red team.
wet from the large amount of rain the previous
days, a number of records were broken.
A lot of effort was invested in the spirit building of
the teams and the outcome seemed to be The Joe Gqabi Primary schools meeting was held
th
rewarding. The teams were accompanied with on the 18 and the Joe Gqabi High School events
th
cheerleading cars and the cheers continued, with had be postponed to the 28 of February due to
the aim of winning the Spirit Cup. The athletes week receiving rain. The silver lining was when
were enthusiastic and had an enormous amount of one of the Sterkspruit Christian school student,
spirit. At the end of the day the red team won with Lumko Fikizolo broke both the 200m and 400m
434 points, the blue team in second place with 434 records and qualified to go to the provincial
rd
points and the 3 place went to “The Minions” meeting. Here he continued his winning streak
with 346 points. The Spirit Cup was won by the and again won the 200m event. In the 400m
Blue Bulls. It was a day enjoyed by all.
event he came second. Lumko will now attend
the national meeting. Well done, Lumko !
The Central-central Subzone meeting followed
the Friday after. The matric class had the Thank you to Mr van Rensburg for the organising
opportunity to demonstrate a few songs and dance of these events, the grounds staff and Mr
moves in the school hall for spirit building. They Oosthuizen for preparing the fields, each
were able to combine their musical instruments educator at SCS who worked tirelessly during all
with the cheerleading. Sterkspruit
these events. Thank you to the prefects and the
Grade 11's for their assistance on the field.
Mihle Mvula

